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knavish policy saying, Tor an empire ruled by one head it were a
bad thing to have the members divided among themselves and at
variance one with the other. . . . We ought therefore to bring all
into one... not losing what is good in any religion, and each gaining
from the other. So would honour be rendered to God, peace given
to the peoples, and security to the Empire. Let all who are present
voice their concerted opinion';

and he would not move until they had spoken.

And the men of note, especially the commandants, who had no
god other than the king, no law other than his will, all with one
voice responded 'Yes, he who is nearer to heaven both in his high
office and his lofty intellect should prescribe for the Empire as to
gods, ceremonies, sacrifices, mysteries, rules, solemn ritual, and
whatever else be needed to make a perfect and universal re-
ligion*.

Yet there were many, even of the Hindu generals who
served him so faithfully, that rejected the new faith, and
his own family were puzzled as to what the Emperor him-
self really believed. Thus we find Jahangir sustaining at
his father's tomb the readings of the Koran and the solemn
dances of the dervishes, and giving gifts and money to
its Muhammadan custodians, but at the same time decorat-
ing it with Christian pictures. In these at any rate Akbar
delighted, and he had an image of the Virgin Mary in his
private apartments. Perhaps it was this benign Presence
at the Court, as well as that of his three Hindu queens,
which moved him to attempt reforms of Hinduism especi-
ally in the interests of women. He forbade the practice
of sati, and on one occasion rode in person 120 miles in
two days, to attempt to stop a young widow from burning
herself on her husband's pyre. There are several striking
instances of such attempts; but they were all vain. The
hideous yet heroic practice went on, and we learn from
European travellers of the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies of its appalling frequency. The Emperor and his
court-poet were alike deeply moved at the proof of this
devotion on the part of a child-wife whose husband had